
HOW TO BECOME A
SUCCESSFUL MEDICAL
TATTOO ARTIST
By Gina Lee 

STEP BY STEP GUIDE



Welcome!
Hi, I’m Gina Lee — the founder and master trainer at Elevate You Studio.
For the past six years, I’ve dedicated myself to the art of medical tattooing,
specializing in scar and stretch mark camouflage and 3D areola tattoos.

What started as a passion for blending art and healing has grown into a
safe space where people can share their stories, feel supported, and leave
with a little more confidence than when they walked in.

I’ve worked with thousands of clients and even alongside doctors in
cancer research, but what truly drives me is teaching others. At Elevate You
Studio, I train future medical tattoo artists not just in technique, but in how to
see their work as both art and healing.

At the heart of it all, my mission is simple: to help people feel at home in
their skin again.



Choose a medical tattoo program that
gives you in depth training with hands-on
experience , one that will give you
structure so you can build a strong
foundation that will be applied to your
entire career as a medical tattoo artist.

Make sure the program will prepare you to
start taking clients. Crash courses will miss
out on a lot of information, and you will
most likely not be ready to start taking
clients.

You don’t need any other prerequisites ,
prior education to take this training.
But I recommend taking Bloodborne
pathogenonline training before coming to
the class to have some background
information on Cross contamination. You
will need to keep a copy of your
bloodborne pathogen certificate in order
to apply for a Body Art License.

Here is a link below where you can take
the course.
https://blxtraining.com/tattoopiercing-
bbp/

STEP 1

EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

https://blxtraining.com/tattoopiercing-bbp/
https://blxtraining.com/tattoopiercing-bbp/


Cost for a small studio set up - Monthly rent Start small to
build your brand. Find onethat you don’tneed to spendmoney
fixing. Makesure the location complies with location permit
requirements in your county andstate, Information isfound on
thehealthdepartment website.
Cost to buyminimum supplies.
Have at least an extra budget to be able to cover afew months
rent.
If you have a small monthly budget to run paid advertisements
on Google or Facebook, your brand awareness will grow more
quickly. At this initial stage of marketing, we should be
targeting brand awareness rather thanexpecting an
immediatereturn on investment.

STEP 2

BUDGET FOR INITIAL
INVESTMENT



Bloodborne pathogen certificate
Body art license, if applicable, in your state.
A location permit as a / PMU or Tattoo studio ( medical
tattoos usually fall under the SAME category ) is
available on the Health Department website of your
county/ state.
Business license with your city
Decide on your business entity and Get a tax ID If filing
as an LLC or corporation. I started as sole proprietor and
changed to a corporation later, but please consult with
your accountant to see what works best for you.
Business forms that comply with your state law for
waivers and service agreements to protect yourself and
your business.
Liability Insurance

STEP 3

LEGAL SET UP-
PERMITS / LICENSE



STEP 4

BRANDING/MARKETING
/ PORTFOLIO

Have models lined up so you can start
creating content as soon as you have your
location set up. Get the most out of model
sessions to get as much content as you can.
Here is the link to Instagram Tutorial on how
to find models
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Crbi2WL
MrIP/? igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
Set up Google My Business,Yelp, and social
media platforms ( Instagram / TikTok are my
choices)
Create a Branding package with Canva (logo,
brand color, brand fonts )
Start creating content, and posting
consistently on social media as much as you
can.
Record a session with models from different
angles, and edit them into short clips , to
create many video contents.
Ask for Google or Yelp reviews from your
models using the right keywords.
Use micro influencers to collaborate Offer a
special price for the first 2 months before
raising the price.
If you are able to create a short video clip,
and have a small budget, as little as $150 a
month, run paid ads once your feeds are
filled with some content.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Crbi2WLMrIP/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Crbi2WLMrIP/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D


Find a Mentorship program that will help you level up your skills. By
this time, you will know what skills you are lacking.
Build relationships with doctors offices and other beauty businesses.
I sometimes used to walk into businesses to show up in person and
connect.
Don’t get complacent, there is always room to get better at your skill
with con
Know how to answer the most frequent questions, and have scripts
ready, including the healing process, aftercare, and what to expect
during the treatment.
Follow up calls after the appointment

STEP 5

NURTURE YOUR BRAND


